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PRILADELLIIA, Mauch 6.

On Saturday, at twelve o’clock, agreeably to
e notification which bt gave to hoth Houfeanf
Cangrefs Toon after 13 cledtion, JOHN ADAMS,
1 Prefident of the United States, attended inthe
Chamber of the, Houfe of Réprefialatives,to take
is Oath of Office, accurding to the dire&tions
of the Conftitution,  Ou his entrance, as well
s on the entrance of the late Prefident, and of
THOMAS JEFFERSON, the Vice Prefident,
Toud and reiterated applaafe involuntarily burft
from the audience, The Prefident haying taken
his feat on the elevated Chair of the Speaker of
the Houfe of Reprefentatives, the Viee Prefident,
the late Prefident, and the Secretary of the Se-
nate on his right, the Speaker :m‘nl Clerk of the
Hou e 6F ‘Reprefentatives on his left, and the
Chicf Juftice of the United States and the Aflu-
ciate Judies at a table in the centrey all the Po-
seign Minifters and AmbiTidors, the Heads of
Deputments, General Wilkin{un, the Comman-
der in Chiefy and a very croved nudlntury of the
ptincipal inhabitants of this city heing prefent,
the Prendent proveedad to deliver the fullowing

. SPEECH:

“« WHEN it was itk perecived, in emly
times, that no middle courfe for America Te=
ained § betwee 1untimited fubwiffion to aFo-
rebgn Legifhture, and a total Judependence of
itSchiitns: men of reflegtion, were lefs apprehen-
five of danger, fram the formidsble power of
Fleets and Armies, they muft determing torefitt,
thinrfrom thole contefts and difentions, which
wouhl certainly arife, concering the forms of
Guvernment tobe inflituted, oser the wholeand
over the pats of this extenfive Country,  Ruely-
‘ing however on the purity of their intentions,
the jufiice of their caufy, and the integrity and
intelligence of the Prople underan over-miling
Providence, which had fo Ggmlly proteéted this

fiting of littte more thin
e ot Sily 10ke to pie.
centhie chaine which were forging, and the Yo
of Iron that was lifted up, buit frinkly cutatun.
der the ties which had hound them, and Jaunch.
el into an Ocean of Uncertainty, .

# "The zeal and ardoyr of th.e People, during
the Ruevolutionary War, fupplying the place of
Government, comoanded a decree of order,
fufficient at feaft for'the temporary prefervation
of Society, The Confederation, which was ear-
y fdt to be neceflary, was prepared from the
rmodils of the Batavian and Helvetic Confeders-
cies, the only examples wiich renain with any
detail and precifion, in Hiftory, and_certainly
the only oues, which the people at large, had
werconfidered. But' rafedting on the ftriking
\Liftrengg, in fo many pavticulars, botween this
counteyand thofe, where a Courier may go from
the Seatof Government fo the Froatier in a fine
gl day, [t was then certainly forefeen by fome
who affitedin Cangrefs at the foumation of 1t,
thatit conld pot be durable, . N

“ Negligence of its regulitions, inattention to
itg recommendations, if not difobedience to its
authority, not only in Individuals but in*States,
faon appeated, with thti melanchaly confequens
ces  univerfal langour, edloufies and rivalries
of States 3 decline of Nasigation and Commeree 3
difcourageivent of neeetlary  Monutactures §
wnivertal 1l in the value of Landsand their pro-
duges contempt of public and private f.ush;
tutg of confideration aud eredit with Foreign
Nations; and at length, in difcontents, animo-

ticn, binati artial tions, an
infurredion, threatening fome great National
Calamity,

“ Ta this dangerous crilis, the E
riey were not ah:\ndnncd,.ﬂbY ticir ufual gx}o«l
fenfey prefence of Mindg R orintegrity,

eople of Ame-

The Reprefentatives of |

Gloiy,but ft idion of natioaal Inn,
Informacion and Benovelznee.

4 In therid® of thefe pleafing ideas, we fhou'd

he unfrithfulto ourleher, ifwe fhouldever lofe
fightof the danger to vur libdrtics, if any thing
panvial or extranous fhouldicfett the Pyrity of
our free, fail, virtwous and independent ¢ledtions,
If an eledtion is to bedetermined by a majority
of a fingie vot#, aml that can le prucured by a
Party, thiongh Atifice or Corruption, the Co-
seramentanay be the chyice of a' Pasty, for its
own ends, not of the Nation, for the” National
Guod. If that folitary futtiage can bz obtained
by Foreign Nations by flaltery or menaces, by
fiaud orialence, by terror, intrigus or venality,
the Government may not be the chaice ofthe -
merican People,but of Foreign Nations. t my
be Foreign Nations who govern Us, and not We
the Peopiey who govein ourlelves,  And Candid
Men willacknowledge, that in fuch cafes, Choife
would have litthe advantage to bo it of, uver Lot
or Chance, .
“ Such it the amiable and intercRing fyftem
of government (and fuch are fime of the abufes
to which it may be expated) which thepeople of
America have exhubited tu”the admiration and
anxicty of the wife and vistunus of all nations,
for eight years, under the adminitration of a ci
tizeny who, by along courle of great adions, re.
gulated iy pradence, juftice, tenperauce and
foitituide § condu@ing 5 people, infpired with
the fame virtues, ami’ animated with the fame
ar'e 1t patiotifin and love uf Liberty, toindepen-
enceand peace, to bicreating wealth and unex-
ampled profperity ; has metited the grat
of his fillow-citizens, commanded the Lighefl
praifes of Foreign nations, and ficured imn.oital
glory with puftenity,

“ In that welirement which s kis voluntary
choice, may he lang live to enjoy the deliious
recolletion’ of hiv Services, the gratitude of
Mankind ; the happy timits of them to himfelf
and the Workd, w}‘n’ch ae daily increafing, and
that fptendid profpeét of the future fortuncs of
his, country, which ia opening fiom year to year.
T1is name may be @il 2 rampart, and the know«
ledyge that he lives a bulwark again all epen or
tecigt enemise of hieconeers®s Drg e,
ita vy unplehas been recommended to the
imitation of Lits Succeffors, by both Houfes of
Cungrefs, and by the voiee of the Ligiflatures
and the People throughout the nation.

4 O this fubjedt it might lecome me better
to be filent, orto fpeak with diffidence : But as
foncthing may he expected, the occafion,
hope, will be admitkl as an zpology, 11 ve
ture to fay, that

11, apreference, upon principle, of a frec
Republican Government, formned apon long and
ferious veflection, after a diligent and impartial
enquity after teuth; if, an attachment to the
Conftitution of the United States, anda confci-
entioug determination to fupport it, untilit flall
be altered by the judgments and withes of the
People, exprefiedin the made preferibed in it
~ify arelpedtful attention to the Conflitutions
of the individual States, and a conflant caution
and delicacy towards'the State Governments
ify an equal and impartial regard to the Rights,
Interefts, Honour and happinds of all the States
inthe Union, without preference or regard to'a
Northern or Southern, an Latern or Weftern
potition, their various political opinions oh une
effential points, or thar perfonal attachments 3
ifa love of virtuous men of all pretiss and De.
nominations 3 if 2 lovz of Scicnee and Lettas,
and a wifh to patroaize every rational ffort ta
encoutage Schiools, Colleges, Univerfities, Acad.
emies, and every Iafitution for propagating
Knowledge, Virtue und Religion among all claie
fes of the People : not only for their Lenign in-
Ruence onthe happinefs of Life, In all its fa.
ges and claflts, and of Society in all its furms ;
but'as the only meank of prefenving our Confde

-

ne

Meafuses were purfited to comcert & plam, to
form a mose perfect union, eflablifh jufticy, en-
fure dometic tranquility, proside for the com-
mon defecice, promote the peneral welfare, and
fecure the bleffings of fiberty, The public dif-
uifitions, difeuflions and deliberations iffued in
the prefent happy conftitution of government,
¢ £mployed dn the fervice of my countr
abroad dapnyg the whole courfe of thefe tranfs
adtios, 1Ak faw the confitution of the United
States in a foreign country, Dritated by no li
*teidry altercation, ant d by no public debate,
heatéd by no party animolity, I read it with
great fatisfictlon, 25 a refult of geod heuds,
promptéd by goad héirtss as an " experiment,
§ better adapted tothe genius, charadter, Gtuaton
and velatinug of this nation and country, than
‘tany which had ever been propofed or fuggced.
ilﬁ"gsn:rahgﬁnupl:- and great outlines, it
#as conformable to fuch a {yRem of guvermnent,
a Lhad evermoft eftcemed, and in fome fates,
my own mative fate in pasticuléry had contribut
aito efablifh, Claiming a right of fuffiagey in
comumon with wy Fellow.citizens, in the adoption
ection of 3.conRitution which was to rule
e dind my pofkerity, as well as them and theirs)
L did not hefitate to exprefs my approbation‘of
ity on Al ogeafions, in E):xb]icmxd in private, It
wasnot then, norhas bien finee, any objeQion
to it, in my miad, that the Executive and'
fierdte were not more permanest,  Nor have 1
tver ghtertained a thought of promoting any ale
feration fnit, but fuchas the people themfelves,
-In the courle of fheir expariunce fhould fee and
feel tu be necefliry or expedient, and by their
[Reprefontatives in Conglefs and (e State Leg I
latured, accorling to the conltitution itfelt,
adopt and ordain, e
, % Retroing tothe hofom of my country, af-
ter apaluful feparation from ity for ten years, I
had the hodour to hbi: :lrélcrsll tIut:: fation utnglcr
Fhtue new vider of things, and T have sypeatedly
%l.xi-l myff under lh:‘]%\n[\ ferlous obligitions to
fupport the confitutiom ‘Fhe operation of it
hag equtalled’ the mo.’!,ﬁng:npé expedtations of
flll

v

e

+ ita fifendas nd from an, habitual attention to
ity farisfaction inity adminiftraiion and delight in
! ito bfets, upon the peace, order, pml'pcril‘}r and
« happinels of the nation, X laye Aequired anhabi-
tualattachment to it, and yeneratiod for it
¢ WHAY orHER ‘FORM QF' GOVIANMENT
IRDEEP CAN 5O WELL RESERVE OUR LSTLEM

AKD_LOVE] . N
# There may be, Jigtle folidilg\ln an x}ﬁd{n{
idzay that cungregations ofmen fnte Citice and
tfunn, they are,molt plesfing’ objedts in'the
Aizht of Superion frtelligepics 3 but this i sery,
wertain, that £6a besteyolent Human Mind; there
inlienio fpedtacle pr(fcp!cd,ﬁhfv" ary Nation,
qanore: pleafing, mureohlyy Inajeftic, or auzuf,
than aiy aleintily, like that which has fo uften
Teen feenin this and the other Chamber of Cune
grefs, of a Government,in-which the Executive
Authorityy as well ag that 'ofall the brancher of
‘the latureare exercifed by Cltizens feletedy
{4t weulap periads, by thele naghbours, to make
ah] expeute D awg forthe genealgood, - Can’ any
thing efiertial, any thing more than mere orma-
nedt add Wegoration be added tothis by Rubes
or.Diamonds ? Cin diithority be more amiable vy,
refpeétableywlien it tlefcends froyGigeidunts, oF.
inftitutions eftablithed ia remoté -ﬁq&‘k’, thkn
elien it fprings frefh fing the heridand judg-
niepes 0f 1 honeft and cnlighuncd‘l'cbp{e‘ tF(;r

&

its natural Enemies, the Sphitof So-
phiftry, the Spirit of Party, the Spirit of Iitrigue,
the Profligacy of Comrpl{an, and tha Peftilcnes

Having taken Eiseathy the Prefident again re-
fumed bir featy andy after fating @ mementy rofe,
bowved tathe audierce, and rutired. Afeer bimy fole
losved the Viee-Prefident (‘vhough not wwitbout aYon-
fest berwint the lateProfident and bimevith ree& to
precedence, the former infifting upon the Fice-Prfis
deit taklsg ity and be avith great reluSance recciam
ingit.) Afterscards foliowed the mémbers of the
Seratey Foreign Miniflors, Heedr of Departiments,
Reprefentatives, e,

This ceremony and frelacls muft bave offerded
bigh fatisfutlion and delight voevery genvine Repib-
hears To beboldya {Z-Ilaw-u‘tizm, raijed by the

e

oK of the people to be the firft magiftrate ¢f'a free
ration, and tc feeyat the juﬁz timey ke wwbo lately
Flicd the Prefidential Chitirattending ske i

tion of Vit fucceffor in office, ar a private citizen,
beausifully exemplifid the fimplicity and excellence of
tbe republican fyfeemn, in oppofitlen to bereditary, mo-
warchical governmeitsy sobere all is condved by a
Sew powerful individvals, amidjt wll the pomp,
fplendour aad magniSeence of courtsy independent of
the great boly of the People ¢ and sve think it nay
be juftly asked in the appropriate swords of cur Firgt.
Citizeny U )'HAT OTHAR FORM OF GorsRNMENT,
IKDAED, C.N S0 WXLL DESERIE OVR ESTEEM AND
Lorx? '

The oath required by law cvasthe fame day al=
minifieredy in profence of the Serate of the United |
Statesy to THOWAS JLFETRSON, Fiee-Prefident of,
the United Siates and Prefdeat of the Senate, cvben
I took the Chair and addreffed thun as fllorss &

* Gentleraen of the Suate,

*# Erterlng ou the cutics of ihe office fo whish 1 am
ealied, 1 feel it ineumbent on me toupalogize ¢o this
honoueble Houfe fur the Infuflicient manner in which
I ferr they may be difchaiged, At nn'eaclicr teriod of
mylife, and through foue confiderale portion of It,
Thuve besn o member of Legifaive l!n\I:cn. and not
altogether inattontlve t the focmmof th ir procecdings;
but much time bag elspled face that, vther datics have
“"”liwd my nidod, angl i geeae doiec it has boft jta
fambiarity With tlas [bJc& 1 fear thet the Houfe
will kave but tao frequent occafion to peserive the
truth of thisacknewledgment, 1fudiligent attuntias,

ever, will cnable me to fulfif the funiions now afe
ed me, [may proaufc that diligence and astention
hall be feduloully employed, Far one portion uf my
duy I fhall engage with more confidence, beesufe it
will deaend on my will, and not on my capacity,
rulzs whichnre t gavers the procesdings of Ll
ofar as they thall depend on me for their application,
fhall be applicd with ‘the teott rigorons xmﬂnm xible
dmpartiality, regarding nedther perfous, hir viws or
peluciples, und fecing only the abibrae® propaf-tion fabe
Ject to my decition. © I8, In forming tiat A clfion, I cane
ter from oth 14, w9 mutt of

he
his houfe

eur with fomaand di
ecflity happen, I fhultrely on the bb fahity rnd e
of thafe trom whom 1 difer, to believe that [ do iz on
puiematives,

11 ght here proceed, ynd with the greatedl gruth,
to dzctare my zeclous attachment o the Confitation
ot the United States; that 1 conlider the Union of
thefe States as the firlt of blullings, and ag the hrit of
duziea the prefervation of that Conltleution which fe-
cures it bue | fufpnrc thefe declrations not pertinent
to the oceafion ef entering Into an office whofe primary
bufinefs is merdy to prefide over the foims of this
Houle; and no ohe more Gncerely prays that no zesi-
dint may eallme to the higher and more Importent
functions which the Conftitution cventualy devolves
oa this office. 'Thife have been jultly confided_ta the
eminene charucler which has preeeded me hure, whofe
Aalents and Integrity havebeest Rnown and revered by
i threvgh a lang courfe of years, bave been the foune
dation of a cordidl and’ uniaterrupted friendmi
tween osund | dﬂ'uutl{ Pray hemiy be lny
for the Guvernment, the Happlacfs and P
vur common Country,”

‘J'he Senate,
wihoutdelay,

b
g prefurved

alperity of
¥

at the elofe of the fitelng, adjonncd

—

of Foreign Influence, which is the Avgel of Dex |
fruction to Eledise Goveraments ; 1f a love of:
Equal Laws, of Juftice and Humanity, in the ine |
terior Adminiftration § if an inclination to: ime
prove Agriculture, Commerce and Manufag.!
tures for Neceffity, Cousanience and Defenice 3
if a Spirit of Hquity and Humanity towirds
t‘hg aboriginal N::uuns of Amcric‘a, apd 2

ifpofition t i ¢ir it 9

0. tl y by
luc’lining them to ke move ﬁi:m!ll/ 0.
48 and our Citizens'to be more frietidiy to
them 5 ifan fuflexible determination to maine.
tain Veace and Inviolable Falth, with 21} Nz-
tions, and that Syffemof Neutrality aod Itn-
partlality, among’ the Belligerent Powers of
Edrope, which has becnddopted by this Go-
verninent, and fo folewnly fanétioued by both
Houfes of Congrefs, and applruded by the Leg-
{flatures of the States and the Public Opinion,
until it M) be otherwife rdained by Congrefs ;
if a perfonal efeein forthe Frénch Nation, torm-
edin arefilence of: foven jeirg, chiclly among
them; and a fingere defive to preferve the fisends
fhip which has been fo,muchrfor the honar and
interedt of both Watiens ; ify while the confeions
honour and integuity of the People ‘of Amcrics,
and the internal fentiment of their own power
aud energies muft be preferéed, an earnct on-
deavour to invefligate every juft caufe and re-
move every colourable preterce of complaing 3
it an intention to purfue, by amicable Negocia-
tlou, a reparation for the Injuvics that hays been
committed on the Commerce of our Fellow-
Citizens, by whatever ‘Nation 3 and if faceels
carhot be obtained, tolay the f1ds before the
Legiflature, that they may eonfider, whit fiir
ther neafures the Honour and Inferelt of the
Govegynment and its Confituents demand ; ifa
refulution to do Jultice, as far ag may depend
upan me, atull tines and to 21l Nations, aud
walntain Peace, Priendfhipand Bénevolence with
allthe Would 3 if an unfhaken Confidence in the
Hanour, Spirit, and Refources of the American
People, o which I hiave fo often hazarded my
ally and never beea deeeived 1 i, elevated idens
of the high definiey of this Country, and of my
own duties towards ity fuunded on'a knowledge
of the moral Principles and intelle@uial Improse-
mentg of the People, deeply engraven en tay
nind in early life, and not olifcured_but exxlted
by Bxperenceand Age j=-And, with humble
frevitence X feeditto be my duty to add, if, a
veneration for the Religion of a Pcople, who
profefs and call themfelves Chriftians, and a fixt
ol refolution to y
Chriﬂ_uuit{;‘ aménz the belt:'recosumendations
for thepublic fervice s cafierable me,inany degree
16 comply with your withes, it fhall be'my Rren-
uaus endeavour that this fagacious injiinéion of
the two IToulis ! thall not be witiout ef
“ #Fith this great éxiaindle before vhe 3 'uith the
Jenfe and fpirity ‘the fajth and banour; the duty and
sniereft of the famie dniericad peopley pledg.d fo fupe
port the tonflitution of tbe.Us Statess I entertain no,
dosds of ity continuance 3% all its- eaergy, and. in
mind i1 frepared, avithout brfitation, ‘ta lay hr’i/}
under themph folemn obligationt tafupport ity Vo tbe
g efmypawery & wl e
v Wi mag that Beingy ko it fufeern aver Al
tar Patrod of Opdery ihe Faunmm;f‘ Yiflieey ‘and’
W Rroletioly in all ages of the World, irtuons

¢ of 'vu"lun
L‘:btrl_y, continue bis Bleflug upen this Nation and

It is the Teople ouly thit ave rep it is
thelr Powery and Majey that fareflected und on-
ly for tlicle goody In_every legitimate Gaverns
ment, utder Whitkeyerform it may pppear. Th
exiledee of fuch a gavernment as durs, for ay
ngth of time, is a full proof of agencral Al
mination of Knoyledge and, Virtue,, thioughout
(3¢ whole budy of the Pcurlc. At what object
or confidetation more pledfing Lthan dthis zan
be_prefented to the human snind .’J.If‘lnammx
pride is ever futifiable or excalable, 3¢ i when jt

-\nirs:,"ulpz from Patver o5 Rishes, Ctaiideur or

e N2 !

2 A
Gekbgnr v -

—

a

and give it all pofible Suceefs and Dura-
Homy confiffent cvith sbe eads of Wi Providente,
Afer concluding biafpecchy v Preffdent defeend-
d from kis feat to receive bisoathofo) e fron dbe
Chief Suflice, sube pronaunced the follewing confti
Utivnal outh avith great folemmnity, awbich wyas. re-
peated by the Prefident i an equally audisle and for
lernn mannee. | ¥
4 1de fuletnnly ficear, thal T ewill faithfully ex=
yocute e iffce qf’ Prefident of ‘the United States,
Véndawilly ta the befrof my abilify,

refernes protedt

o to vonfider s'decert Tefpedy for,

5 and dofend the Conflituh
i .

o of the United States
v




