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sthe common"defence, romote the ge-*.throvgh artitice or :‘:pgruptuon,\ thego. ~
neral welfare, aud fecure the bleflings vernment may be the thoice ofa party, =

oflibertyy Lhe spublic difguifitions, for iss own ends ; not of the nation,
difeufions and~deliBerations iffued in for the national goud. 1f that folitary
the prefent happy conflitution of go- fufferage can be obtained by forcign nz-
vernment. tions by flattery or menaces, by frapd
Employed in the fervice of my coun- ,or violence, by terrer, intrigue or ven-
try abroad during the whole courfe of ality, the governmént may, may not>be:
thefe tranfadions, I firlt faw the.confti-  the choice of the American people, but
tution of the United States in a forejgn * of foreign nations,” It may be foreign
.conntiy, Lrritated by, ho literary, al. nations who govérh us,and not we the
tercation, animated by no public de- people who govern ourfelves.
bate, heated by no party. animofity, I candid men will acknowledge that in
read it with great fatisfadtiof, as the fuch cafes choice would have little ad-

i March 7. b
PHILADELPHIA, March 7 as refult of gocd heads prompted by goud vantagesto boaft off, over'lot or chance,

And '

On Saturday, at twelve o’clock,
greeably to the notification which he
gave to both Houfes of Congrefs foon
after hiseledtion, JOHN ADAMS, as
Prefiderit of the United States, atlend-

lhearts, as an experiment better adopted Such is the amiable & interefting fyf~
to the genius, chatadler, fituation rela-  tem of koverniient: (and fuch are*fome .
tions of this nation and country, than of the abufes to which it may beexpofed) «
any which had ever been propufed or wliich the people of America have €xhi-

%

ed in the chamber of the Houfe of Res fupgefted. Inits general principles &  bited to the ac{miration and an_xic!y: gf
prefentatives, to take his Oath of Office great  outlines it was conférmable the wile and virtuous ufall.n_amon.s, for
according to the Conftitution, ‘Onhis to fuch a fyftem of government as L had , eight years, under the adminiftrationof
enterdnee, as well as on,the enterance . ever moft c(t_eemcdf a_nd in f.ume States a citizcn,‘ who, by a long cpurfe«of
of the late Prefident,and of THOMAS my, own native State in particular had preat élions, regulated by prudence,

Claiming a juftice, temperanceand fortitude ; cOft=

EFFERSON, thé Vice-Prefident; contributed to eftablifh, n ance an i
joud and reiterated gpplaiife involuntas right of fuffrage in common with my dudtinga peoplé, infpired with the fame
rily burt from the fpeflators. »  fellow citizens in tHe'ndoption or rejec.  virtues, and animated.With.the.fanie ars

The Prefident having taken his feat “tion of a conftitution, which was tu  dent patriotifm and love of liberty, to
on the elevated chair of the Speaker 6f rple msand my pofterity, as well ks independence and peace, to increafing
the Houfe of Reprefenitatives, the Vice them and theirsy I did not hefitate to wealth aud uneﬁa.mplfi prf)ﬁ:t‘erny, l_xa:s
Prefident, the late Prefident, and the cxprefs approbation of it on all occafi- mented the gratitude o_fhxs icllo?v citis
"Secretary of thes Senate on his right, onsinpublicand in private: It was zens, commanded the higheft }Praxfcs of
the Speaker and Clerk of the houfe of not then, nor has been fince any objec- foreign netions, z_md fetiired immortal
Reprefgntatives on his left, and the tién to it in my mind, that the Exe- glory with pofterity, -

Chief Tuftice of the United Satesand the cutive and Senate were not more per- In that retirement which is his volun-
Affociate Judges in the centre : all the manent. Nor liave 1 ever entertained  tary choice, may be long live to enjoy
foreign minifters, the heads of depart- 8 thought of promoting any alteration the delicious recolle&ion of his fervices,
ments, General Wilkinfon the come in it, but fuch asthe feople themfelves, the pratitude of mankind, the happy
mander in chiefy and a very crowded 1In the courfe ofitheir experience fiould  fruits of them to himfelf and the world,
Auditory ofithe principal inhabitants fee and feelto be neceffary or expedient, which are daily increafingy and that

of this city being prefent; 'the PRESI- and their reprefentatives in Congrefs

fplendid profpeét of the future-fortunes

DENT proceeded to deliyer the follow-

and the'ftate legiflatures, according to  of his country, which is-opening from
the conftitution’ itfelfy adopt and or~ yearto year. His name may fill bea

dain

—_ _ Returnjng to the bofom of my coun-
WaeN it'was firft perceived, ineacly tryafter a painful feparation from it

times, that no middle courfe for Ameri- for ten years I had the honour of being

ca temainéd; between unlimited fub- cléted 1o a ftation made under the new

ing
SPEECH:

rampart, and the knowledge that he
livesa bulwark againft all openor fecret
enemies of his Country’s Peace.

This example has been recommended
to the imitation of his fucceffors, by

miffion to'n forejgtt legiflature and a order of thifigs, and 1 have repeatedly both Houfes of Congrefs, and by the
‘total jndgpendence of its cldims 3 mén hid myfelf ander the moft ferious ablis voice of the Legiflaturcs and the people
of refle@ion were lefs apprehenfive of fations to f{upport the conftitution, throughout the nnlion3
danger from the formidable power of The operation of it has equalled the On this fubje& 1t inight becomé nle
fleets and armies, they muft determine Moft fanguine expelationsof itsfriends, Letter to be filent, or to fpeak with Jifs
td refifty than from thofe contefts ahd Ahd from an habitual attention to it, fidence s But as fomething may be cx+
diffentions which would certainly arife fatisfaition in its adminiftration and peded, the occafion, 1 hopey will be ade
concerning the forms of govetnment to delight in its effells, upon the peace, mitted as an apologys if 1 venturc to
be inftituted over the whole ahd over .order, profperity dnd happinefs of the fayy that .
the parts of this extenfive codntry, Nation, I have acquired an habitval 1fa preferencey upon principle, of a
Relying, however, on the purity of ‘attachment to it and veneration for it, freeand Republican Government,form- |
their intentions, the juftice of.theit * WHAT oTHER FoRM OF GOVERN- ¢d upon long and fericus refledtiony afs
tanfe, and the integrity and intelligenée MENT INDEED CAN SO WELL DESERVE ter a diligent and impartial enfuiry.afs
of the pedple under an over-ruling pro> OUR ESTEEM AND LOVE? trr truth s if an attachment tothe,con-
vidence, which has fo fignally proteted ~ There may be littlefolidity in an ans  flitution of the United States, and a
this'country from the ficlt, the fepre- &ient idea, that congregations of men confcientionsdetermination to fupportit
Jentatives of this nationy then confifling into cities and nations,are the moft plea.  until it Jhall be altered by thejudgments
of little more than lialf its prefent nim-  fing obje@s in the fight of fuperior in- and wifhes of the people, exprefled in
bers, not only broké to pieces the chaint ielligcnces 3 butif is verycertain, that  the mode preferibed in it,—if, a refpedts
which were forging and the vod of iren toa benevolent mind, therecan be no  ful attention to the conftituiions of the
that was lifted up, but frankly cuta- f{pe@acle prefented by any nationymore individual ftates, and a tonftant cautiz
Junder the ties which had bound them, pleafing, more noble,majeftic or zugufty * on and delicacy towards the ftate ‘go-
and latinched into an ecean of uncertain- thah an affembly, like that which has Yernmentss ify, an equal and Impartial
1y, {o often been fecn in this 2nd the other regard to the rights, interefts, honour
“I'he zeal and ardotir of the peaple Chamber of Congrefs of a govern- and happlnefs of all the ftates in the U~
during tlie revelutionary war fupplying ent, in which the Executive Authori-  nion, without preference or regard tp a
the place of governméiit, commanded ty, as well as that of all the branches%morthern or'fouthern, eaftern or weftern.
a degree of order (ufficient at leat for of the Legiflature, aré exercifed by ci- pofition, their various political opinidfit
temporary prefervation af fociety. tizens felded, at regular periods, by on aneffential pointsy or‘their perfousk
the confideration which’ was early felt  their neighbotrs, to make and execute attachment:s ifa love of virtuous men
to be neceffary, was prepared from the laws for the general good. €an any of all parties and denominations § if2
models of the Batavian & Helvetic ¢pp<, ‘thing effential, any thing more., Jove of felende_and letters, and a #ifl
federacies, the only examples Which re= than mere ornament and decoration bé  16'patronizeevéry ratiohal effort-td end?
main with any detail or decifion in hi(- ddded to this by rebes or diamonds? courage fchools, colleges, niverfitles,
tory, and certainly theonly ongs whicli Can authority be more amiable or re- academies and every.inftitution for pro?
the people at large had ever confider~ fpe@able, when it defcends from acci pagating knowledge, virtue and religis
ed. But refleingon the ftriking dif- dents or inftitutions eftabliflied in re- on, among all claffes of the peoples not
ference, in fo many particulars between, mote antiquity, than when it fprings dnly for their benign infigence di ‘the *
this country and thofe, where a eourier frefh from the, hearts and judgementsof  dppinefs of life,in all its ftdges and:
may go from the feat of government to an honeft and enlightened people ? For ¢lifles, and of focietyin all its forms 3,
the frontier in a fingle day, it was then it igthe people only thatare reprefented;  but as the only means of preferving our
certainly forefeen by fome who aflited it is their power and majelty that is re-  Conflitution from its riatural enemies,
in Congrefs at the formation of ity fleted and only for their good, in eves the Spirit of Sophiftry, the Spirit6F
that it could not be durable, fy legitimate povernment, under what- Party, theSpirit of Intrigue,rthe Pro@
Negligence of its regulations, fna. everform it may appear. The exift- fligacy of Corruption, and the Peflilencet |
tehtion to jts recommendation, if not ence of fucha government as ours for of Foreign Influenée, which is the Angeft
difobedience to its authority, net only any length of tims is full proof of of Deftru@ion to Eledtive Governs!
in individuals, but in ftates foon appear~ a,geteral diffemination of knowledge & ments ;

ed, with their melahcholy confequentess  virtuey thronghout the whole body of
univerfal languor) jealoufies and' rivdl the people, , -
ries of Rates 3 decline of navigation and And what obje& or confideration

IF = 167e bfequal Jaws, of juftice and
humanity, in the interior adminiftrati-
oy an inclination‘to improve’ dgricule

o
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commerce, difcouragement of neceffary more pleafing than this can be prefent- tare, ce, and a&tures far”
‘nanufictiires, univerfal fall in the va« ed to the human mind? If national neceflity, convenience and defences if
lue of laiids"and their produce; con- gride is ever juftifiable or excufable it a fpirit of equity and humanity towards:
tempt of public and private faith; lofs iswhen it {prings, not from power or the aborigiral nations of* America,, and”
of confideration and credit witli foreigh richessgrandeur or glory, but from con- and a difpofition td ameliorate their cons*
nations, and at length, in diféontents, vidion of national innocence,.informa dition, by irclining them to bessforan
&nimofities, combinations, partial con- tion and benevolence, friendly to us, and our citizens to be;
ventions, and infurre@ions threat-  In the midft of thefe pleafing ideas more friendly to them ;ifin an inflexi-
ening fome great national calamity. we fhould beunfaithful to ourfelyes, if ble determination to maintain peace and
In this dangerous crifis, the people of we fhould ever lofe fight of the danger inviolable faith, with all nations,\and.,
America were not abandaned by their to our liberties, if any thing partial or that fyftem of neutrality and Impartiali-
ufual gocd fenfe, prefence of mind, re- extraneous fhould infeét the purity of ty, among the belligerent powers of
{olution or integrity. Meafures were our free, fair, virtuonsand independent Europe, which has been adopted by this.,
purfued to concert a plan to form a ele@tions, Ifan ele@tion is to be deter+ government, and fo folemnly fanétioned
more perfec union, eftablifh juftice, en- mined by a majority of a fingle vote, by the legiflatures of the ftates and. the
fure domeftic tranquillity, provide for and thatcan be procured by a party, public opinion until it fiall beotherwifs




cem for the French nztion, formed in
Tarefidence of feven years chictly among
" _them, and a fincere defire o preferve

the friend(hip which has been fo much
v for the honor and interett of both natic

ons , ifyrwhile the confcious honor and
sntegrity of the,people of America, and,
the internal fentiment of their own
power and -encrgies muft be preferved,

. an earneftendeavour to inveftigate eve.
+ 7y juft caufe, and remove every colour.
-able pretence of complaint ; and if an
intention to purfue, by amicable nego.
«ciation,a reparation forthe injuries thag
have been committed on the commerce of
'our fellowcitizens by whatever natinn ]
«and if fuccéls cannot be ebtained; to lay
tha fadts before the leiflature, that they
Anay.confider, what further meafures tlje
honor and, interef of the government
sand its conftituents demand 3 if a refolu.
s 1tion todo juftice, as farasmay depend
upon mey atall times and to all nations;
sand maintain peace, friendip and be~
névolence with all the world ; if an ur-

- fhaken confidence in the* honor, [pirit
rand refources of the Americay peopley
‘on which I have fo oftén hazarded my
«all, and: never been deceived ; ify €les
vated ideas of the high deftinies. of this
‘eountry, and of my own duties towards
ity founded on a knowledge of the mo-
73] Principles and Intelle&ual Improbe-
ments of thie people, deeply engraven on.
+'my mind in early life, and not obfcured
‘but exalted by experience and age: and,

» with humble reverence Lfeel it to be my
" duty 1o add, if,ca veneration for the
xéligionof the people, who profefs and
«all themfelvés chrittians, and a fixed
sefolution to- confider a decént refpeét
for'chriftianity, among the beft recom-
mendations for the, public fervice : can
“enable me in any degree to comply with
your willies, it fhall be my frenuous
endeavour-that this fagacious injunction
of the two houfes fhall not be without

effedt, o B

With this great example before e ;

‘with the fenfe and {pirity the faith and

houor, the duty and Intereft of the fume

American people, pledgedito fupport the

«onftitution‘of-the United Btates, I en:
tertain nodoubt of its cuntinuance in all
its encrgy, -and my mind' is prepared,
"‘withont hefitation, to lay myfelf under
the moft folemn obligations to fupport
3t to the utmott of my poiwer,
* And may that Being who is Suprerhe
‘over all,,the'patron of ordery the foim-
tain-of jutlice; and the protector in all
2ges of the world of virtuous liberty;

<ontinue his bleffings upon this nation .

and its government, and’ give it all

polible fuccefls aad dutation confiftent

with the ends of his Providence. .

After concluding his fpeech, the Pree
fident defcended from hisfeat to receive

s oath of office from the Chief Juftice,

w‘hD Pronounced the conftitutional cath

with great folemnity,and it wasrepeated
by the Prefident i an"equally audible
end foleinn: manner.

‘¢ Ido folemnly fwear that I will\faiths
fully execute the office of ‘Prefident of
‘the United States,, and will; to the belt
of my ability, preferve, protedt and dee
“fend the conttitution of the United
States,” Wt

Having taken his oathy, the Prefident
again refomed his feat, and fitting a mo-

. mefxt, rofe; bowed to'the audience , and
setired,  After him followed the Vice-
Drefident (though not without a conteft

“between him and the late Prefident,with

gq{pe& to precedence, the Jatter infift~

ingpon the Vice-Prefident taking it,
and he'with great “reludtance receiving
it) The whole affembly then followed;
: .hlS cerehiony and “fpeftacle muft
hive afforded high fatisfattion and de-
light 'to every genuine republican.—
MUY may we afk in the words of our-

irft Citizen, e ’
Vhat other formt of Govérnment, in-
deedy can fo well deferve onr love and
Gleens) " . .

The oarh of office wits the fame day ad-
wiiniflered in the prefence of the Senate of
the United States to THOMAS FEFFER-
SON, Vicer, Prefident of the'United Slates

0td Prefiden it of the Senatt, when he took
e chair ay,1d addreffed | thent,

GENTLLMEN OF THE SENATE,

Entering on the duties of the office to
which Xam called, I feel it incumbent
onme to apologize to this honorable
houfe for <the infuficient manner in
which I feat* theyimay be difcharped—
At an earhy' period of my life, and
through fom: = confiderable portion of it,
T have beenia member of the Legiflative
Bodies and n ot alfogether inattentive to
the forms «of their procecdings ; but

T

frdained by .Congrefs s ,iif a perfomal ef-

i

much time has elapfed fince that, other
ditties have occupied my mind, and in a
great degree it has loftits familiarity
with this fubjeGs 1 fear that the houfe
will bave but 1co frequent occafion to
perceive theé truth of this acknowledg-
ment, If a diligent attention, however,
will enable me to fulfil the funétions now
‘afigned me, 1 may promife that diligence
and’atrention fhall be feduloufly employ~
ed.  For oneiportion of my duty 1 thall
engage with more confidence, becauie it
will depend on my willand not on'my ca-
pacitys The ruies which are to govern
the proceedings of this houfe, fo far as
{hall depend on me.for their application
fhall be applied with the mofl rigorous
and inflexible impartiality, regarding
ueither perions their views nor yrinci-
ples, and feeing only the abftradt propo-
fition fubjedito my decifion, 1f in form-
ing that decifion 1 coneur with fome and
ditfer from others, as muft of neceflity
happens 1iliall rely on the liberality
und dandor of thofe from whom 1 differ;
to believe that 1do it on pure motivess

Tmight here proceed and with the
greatelt truthy to declare my zealous
attachment to the conftitution of the
United States ; that I confider the Un1«
oN of thele States as the firft of Bleffings,
and as the firfl of Duties the prefervapion
of that Confiitutson which fecures it 3 but
1 fuppofe thefe declarations not pertis
nent to the vceafion of entering into an
office whofe primary bulinefs is merely
to prefide over the forms of this houfe ;
and no one more fincerely prays that no
accident may call me to the higher and
more jmportant fun@ions which the
Conftitution cventudlly develves on
this officc.

Thefe have been jultly confided to
the eminent chara@er which has pre-
ceded me here, whofe talents and intes
grily have been known and revered by
me througha long courfe of years, have
been the foundation of acordial and un=
interrupted friendfltip between us, and
ldevontly pray he may be Jong preferved
for the government, the happinefs and
profperity of our common country.

The Senate nt the clofe of the fitting
abjourned without day



