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i URAL:. Soaked Dignitaries

el the ‘President ‘Take I’

S mauguration] I would -say wm-~
 Tand  more wmbrellas”—Mrs.

ctives that streamed out of
ngton OVET Press wires and air
last week, this pronouncement
med up Franklin D. Roosevelt's
nd inaugural. .
thout—a  D1ass of squishy shoes,
ed top hats, sodden music, and

adje

LoGuE: Just after 10 AM, in a
inging rain, a big chauffeur-driven
pulled up before tiny St. John's
rch, across Lafayette Square from
White House. Policemen curtly or-
red the protesting chauffeur to drive
- He rounded the Dblock and again
wis forbidden to stop. Only after sev-
eral rounds did he succeed in explain-
g that his two small passengers were
Roosevelt grandchildren.

" Inside the church, President Roose-
vélt, surrounded by relatives, solemnly
sought divine guidance for his second
term in office. :

* Dr. Endicott Peabody, head of Groton
hool since before Mr. Roosevelt was
astudent there, offered aprayer: “Grant,
we beseech Thee, that Thy servant,
Franklin, chosen to be-our President,
and‘all his advisers, may be enlightened
and strengthened for this service ... ."”
"~ Meanwhile—even at that early hour
—many who didn't have reserved seafs

were braving the torrential rain and -

gusty winds in front of the Capitol.
By11:45 the crowd had grown to 25,000
~=small ag compared with the 1933 in-
augural audience of 100,000 but gigantic
it view of the weather, which had
ceused cancellation of twenty Washing-
ton-hound excursion trains. ’

yone asked me My impression
in D. Roosevelt in her newspaper

or than all the thousands of color-

It was literally a -

_ like those worn by Jews of the orthodox
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The c_burt’s ‘Right Wing® wore skullcaps; Justices Roberts and Cardozo didmt

At noon Franklin Roosevelt’s. first
term legally expired: the United Sfates

‘had no President—or Vice President—

and the crowd, peering through the
downpour, saw few signs of inaugural
activity on the platform fronting the
Capitol. :

Present:Iy Mrs.. Roosevelt appeared. .

She bustled about in the rain looking
for friends and supplied blankets to the

‘few dignitaries who had -taken their

seats.

~ Then Chief Justice Hughes led six of
‘his Supreme Court associates on to.the
platform. Wags roted that the five
more orthodox Justices—Hughes, Suth-
erland, Butler, McReynolds, and Van
Devanter—wore black skulleaps much
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Ruin almost drowned out the Chief Justice’s unconstitutional “So help me God’

gsect; the two others, Cardozo and

- Roberts, were bareheaded.

Beneath the platform, the Marine
Band’'s leader, baton poised, glued his
eyes to a sergeant perched precariously
on a balustrade. Leader and-sergeant
waited, five, ten, twenty minutes. A
wave of grim laughter swept the crowd
as a radio announcer, whose time-filling
comments poured through loud-
speakers, spoke of the “naity uniforms”
of the bedraggled and waterlogged Ma-
rine Band.

Inside the Capitol, the inaugural com-
mittee urged Mr. Roosevell to give up
the outdoor ceremony and take his oath
in the Senate Chamber. He eyed the
throng outside and smiled. “If they
can take it, I can.”

The procession began. The marine
sergeant dropped his arm; the water-
soaked band blared “Hail to the Chief”;
and 25,000 spectators applauded as best
they could without letting go of um-
brellas. .

From the Capitol's windows, 200-0dd
Representatives, Senators, and diplo-
mats, preferring dryness to bravery,
looked on as Joseph T. Robinson, Sen-
ate floor leader, administered the oath
to Vice President Garner. TFor one
minute, John Nance Garner was in fact
President of the United States. Then
Chief Justice Hughes and Franklin
Roosevelt, private citizen, stepped to
the fore. - o '

Mr. Roosevelt raised his right hand
and slipped his left under the cellophane
covering on his ancient: family Bible.
‘The Chief Justice recited the oath of
office prescribed by the Constitution,
adding gratuitously and unconstitution-
ally—the words “so help me God."” In-
stead of merely uttering the customary
“I do,” Mr. Roosevelt—as in 1933—
gravely repeated the full ocath: *I,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, do solemn-
Iy swear ... "

‘SERmoN’: In the midst of the oath,
the slanting rain crescendoed to cloud-
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‘Umbrellas and more umbrellas’ . . . including one for the President’s mother

burst proportions. As the President speech praised it politely. The most strong governmentwith powers of unif

. . 3 Py action sufficient then and now to sl
began his address, the audience could ardent New Dealers appraised it in no Sroblems utterly beyond individualh

nerican ¢
untrys In

scarcely make out his words above the Tmore specific terms than “great” or 1pea] solution . . . They established W!!} Ci::l'l;&ino
roar of water on umbrellas. To the “splendid.” Republicans made no com-  Federal Government in order {o p "‘Edeﬂ,}i é

crowd, the event ceased to be a celebra- ments more adverse than Senator Me- mote the general welfare and secure {}
tion; it became an endurance comtest. Nary's “A fine sermon.” R blﬁs.:[\ségg; %f,ehit;f‘fgié those same powie
Many gave up and scurried to shelter. Not until they read the speech—or _ ~ Our tasks in the last four years|j
By and large, those who stayed were  listened to it on the phonograph re- not force democracy to take a hal g
disappointed with what they could hear. cordings put on sale a half hour after . - Thed %iseﬂtifalt derfnc‘;cracy 0{
The press had broadcast the word of its delivery—did many in Washington gznﬁ,iciguponetﬁi Shsence of powe
“gertain Cabinet members” that the come to appreciate the address as a "upon lodging it with those whom i}
President would fill his speech with masterful exposition of Franklin Roose-  people can change or continue at st

. ; . + - . intervals through an honest
specific proposals, perhaps even a new velt’s progressive theses: of bold ex- 1s?zstem (S)f eéﬁti%ns A est and

rebuke to the Supreme Court. Instead, perimentation as opposed to -laissez “We have always known that hee o

the audience heard a general, nicely faire, of an aggressive but democratic  self-interest was bad morals; we ki ers at tl

phrased statement of purposes. Federal Government as opposed to ex- . nqy{fvthat it is bad eC%nOmlgS an ersdl esident ge
In barest outline, that statement said  tensive States’ rights. good efe;’{ﬁg_m%’;?gwe c?::fize %crﬁaf rt Houghts th:

simply: by tireless, fearless action, we The speech’s best features, New ¢can be no era of good feeling [

have overcome the stagnation and de- Dealers pointed out, lay in its clear, ex-  among memn of good will ...

spair of four years ago and taken sev-. pert phrasing of the Roosevelt outlook: theoailal;-eg;ﬁf‘gn% fgagosr;"etfl'fafogr dLim“d ialf-con,

eral steps toward improving our eco- “Four years ago ... we would not ad-  circumstance ... To hold to progr8 .come, 1

nomic structure: now we must not let Wit that we could not find a way to  {oday, however, is more difficult. Dull§ pame dis

. . A master economic epidemics just as, after i i ibili
iy turning pro»‘-’{PErlty sap our determina-  eenturies of fatalistic suffering, we had ?;’Srf°;§f§f’§;te}fﬁ‘;ﬁ?gﬁéﬁfﬂ’éagﬁar- i and Mr
tion to press forward—to remedy the found a way to master epidemics of Progperity already tests the persisted locate
still miserable plight of one-third of our disease . . . . of our progressive purpese - . .
population. “TI}is %rﬁar garlisttlée 15(1th émnivegsa- u”I1 sge clwine—third o(f1 a nation jll-hot rain
: ry of- e onstitutiona onvention  ill-clad, ill-nourished. 3
Senators and Representatives who of-  Fh;en made us a nation. At that con- “Tt is not in despair that I paini¥
fered comments immediately after the  vention our forefathers ... created a  that picture. T pamnt it for youl

To sidewall crowds, the celebrorion was ar éndurance contest Mr, Roosevelt reviewed from ‘Andrew Jackson’s
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Efcitizen. the subject of his

rest and concern ... We

gain the oath of office as
the United States, I as-
mn obligation of leading
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ich ihey have chosen- to
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t to speak their purpose
Aeir -will, seeking Divine
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gYeide our feet into the way
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g, resident saved his broudest smile

NEWS-WEEK

A rainy ride wreecked clothes, but not prestige

hat, but it didn’t impair their prestige.
The drab, miserable throngs who lined
Pennsylvania Avenue broke into cheers
as they saw the Chief Executive and
First Lady drive by, soaking wet and
waving gaily. From windows, filled
with people who had rented rooms for
$25 a day fo avoid the weather, came
less hearty cheers.

An hour and a half later, after chang-
ing to dry clothes and entertaining 500
at luncheon, the Roosevelis were on
the porch of the $11,000 reproduction of
Andrew Ja.ckson’s“"Hemitage” home,
builf as a reviewing stand in front of
the White House. . ‘

Ag the army band approached, lead-
ing the inaugural parade, it saluted the
President with the cenventional ruffles
and flourishes, then went distinctly un-
conventional. With thunderous volume,
it broke into “Happy Days Are Here
Again!” Surprised at first, Mr. Roose-
velt suddenly grinned and waved. his
sillk hat-—his second of the day. The
Roosevelt grandchildren jumped with
joy. Litfle Sara Roosevelt, James’
daughter, all but upset Vice President

Garner by crawling through his legs to
see what all the noise was about.

For two hours the Presidential party
stood saluting every unit that passed
—West Point cadets, marines, midship-
men, CCC boys, the 36 Governors
present. It was Pennsylvania's husky
Governor and Presidential aspirant,
George Earle, who got the crowd's ap-
plause. Earle, following the President’s
example, rode in an open, topless car.

The Vice President didn't go in for
the exuberant smiling and hat waving
of the President. Most of the while, he
stood firm, chewing a cigar. Not until
Vermont’s Governcr drove past did he
finally remove his hat for the first time
—and bow deeply with mock solemnity.

Errcocue: Four years ago, Franklin
Roosevelt spent inauguration night with
advisers toiling over the banking crisis.

Last week, too, he had major prob-
lems on the agenda—particularly a
growing labor crisis (see page 8).
His address implied that he planned to
send Congress a long series of messages:
on fenani-farmer relief, rural rehabili-
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Program hawkers did less business than umbrella venders




;need to settle down to'problems,
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tation, work. relief, and a handful of
kindred subjects.” " -

But Mr. Roosevelt: felt no urgent
While
‘his mother, ‘wife, and children joined -a
Sparse audience .at the inavguration
wconeert. in Constltutlon Hall, the Presi-
‘dent of thé United States repalred to hig
upstairs study. .

At 9:30 P.M. Stephen’ Ea.rly, Presx-
‘dential secretary, telephoned Mr. Roose-

“velt. ‘The President asked - Early to

guess what he was domg
R “Stamps 21 agked the secretary.

s “That's no'ht * chuckiled the First
Philatelist. o

TALKS: British Officials Here

In Roles -,o,f Innocents Abroad

‘Baggage. hustlers from the liner Ber-

;engana ‘had piled his luggage under the

sign marked “X”—'—supposedly the first
letter "of the traveler's surname. - Mr,
X himself, the gentleman in the black
derby, chatted with a cluster of wel-

. -COmers on a. New York pier.

Reporters sought the names of h1s
friends. -

"'Frankly,” he answered “I haven't
the- shghtest idea.””

Then. Sir Otto Niemeyer, vice gov-
erncr of the Bank of England, hied to
the Hotel Biltmore for a bit of privacy.

He was one of two Englishmen who
arrived in the United States Jast week,
gave admirable demonstrations of Bnt-

" ish, retlcence, and thereby cloaked them-
‘Selves in'a vague aura’ bf importance.

The othér? “Walter. Runciman, president
of the” Br1tlsh ‘Board of.Trade and, as

. sueh, the Cabinet member responsible

for England’s international trade policy.

HOLIDAY. By a. curious sequence of
unbélieved and sometimes unbelievable
statements, both visitors contrived to
whet public appetite for matters which
each - considered none of the public’s
busmess

. Runciman,

blue-eyed and steely—

Sir 6tio‘.

’q -
lNTERNAT]DNAL. -
‘I havent the slightest idea’
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January 30

voiced, debarked in Boston, and ‘asked

newspapermen to believe he had chosen

mid-January for a holiday voyage
across the North Atlantic; his forth-
coming week end at the White House
would ‘be “a purely private visit.”

Some days earlier, President Roose-
velt had abetted that impression; he
"said he had invited Runciman to Wash-
ington solely as “an old friend.”” Runci-

man himself -qualified a littlé: ‘The.

President and I have a grea.t many
friends in common.” -

Reminded that Sir Otto was o:p the.

‘way, Runciman supposed his country-
man was bent only on bank business.
Sir Otfo’s version failed to- lessen the
confusion: “I am not here as an of-
ficial -of the Bank of- England.”.

He¢ had come, he explained, to. dis-
cuss . with the Foreign Bondholders
-Protective Council 'private action to
_collect - defaulted  German and- South
Amerxca.q_ bonds held by British-Amer-
Jican investors. Unfortunately for this
account, the council said it knew. noth-

.ing of such a conference, although Sir

‘Otto would be welcome any. time.

- MonNEY: On the basis of their respec-
tive. records, neither Sir Otfo nor
Runciman ecould blame auybody for
wondering whether their doings her-
alded more than met the American eye.

Ag Britain’s physician-in-chief to ail-
ing ecurrencies, Sir Otto has. doctored
the money systems of Australia, India,
Argentina, and Brazil.
mula: a strong central bank and econ—
omy-"til-it-hurts.

Last week his known. aptltude for
currency juggling justified a guess; bol-
stered by events througliout the world,
that his visit had something to -do with

" the relations of the dollar, frane, and

pound. One poss1b1e, long-range  out-
come: permanent stabilization of the
world’s principal currencies, replacing
the semiformal agreement now govern-
ing .-comparative wvalues of British,
French and American money.

Those -on the lookout for some major

development harked back to August,
1933; when Sir Otto's chief—Montagii -
Collet Norman, governor ‘of the Bank
- of England—visited Quebec. “for his’

health.” "While there, lig conferred with
Gedige L., Harnson president of the
Federal Reserve Bauk of New York.
Almost immediately - after that, Eng-

" land went off the gold standard.-

Some guessers suggested last week
that Sir Otto might turn his falents to-

. ward a perennial international irritant )
—Europes unpaid war- debts to thes -

United States. .

He -denied it, and so did his fellow
traveler. When an interviewer asked
Runciman whether he and Mr. Roosevelt
would discuss England’s defaulted in-
stallments, totaling $786,144,836, the
Britisher rasped: “God forbid.”

"Yet events pointed toward eventual
‘settlement—and another cut .in ‘the to-
tal to be paid this country. ‘Chief

among the debt indicators: France chose -
" Georges Bonnet, 47-year-old finance
expert, as its new Ambassador to Wash- -

-ington.

" Runciman?” in 1932 turned to

Jbut always with an eye first to

" and the President had worked for w

. that Mr. Roosevelt might have in

His Tisual for-.

TR4DE: Those who' knew Runciman
thouvht he told the truth when he shied

from the debts. By mclmatmn R
tance, and Cabinet duty, he 13a
ward another objective of Britigy,
ican dickering: a reciprocal frade

He was born “in trade,” 66 yo,;
Today he and his fa.ther—the g
old Lord Walter Runciman—_g
of England’s major merchant flp
Moor Line, and they have their
deep ‘in ba.nkmg, Insurance, Shlp
mg, publishing, and real estate,

'Long a Liberal free trader, «
hig pomiclﬂﬂ
iff protection—to shield his owy - puildings
terests and those of all Englay pu“ed &
cheap fore:gn goods.

- ion trade within the British Emp Premi¢
" Even his trade talks with Mr, R signed it
" velt might serve that-end; Inany g ernment

ions would rush to seal treaf: Koki Hi

tecting their share of the g
Country’s favors, before the U
States grabbed a bigger slice
lish trade.

Diplomatic underlings of Ruuc

on treaty preliminaries. Last WeelliE
seemed likely, despite all the de

some such performance as he g
last year. ]

After Canadian and American
mats had failed to iron out the
riers to & reciprocal agreement
President and Canada’s Premier f:¢

gether at the White House. Soon At L
had cleared the way toward a mut prmed
profitable give-and-take in lowered and cor
iffs. trouble.
Saturday, Runciman and his i mier kn
suming wife—famous in Fngland’ out of
civic leader and one of the co M!nsel.tl
first woman magistrates——vanishe seryath
to, White House silence, bloc) —
The single pronouncement of the! “_““"tm
end came just before Runciman vi The ;_
Secretary of State Cordell Flull, in {;thm:
erate exponent of reciprocal treatfieg) expendi

“I can't imagine seeing Secn
Hull without talking about trade.”

|=||:1'LlfiEs

Walter Runc:man. ‘God forbid!




