vate faith, lofs of confideration and credit
with foreign nations; and at length in
‘difcontents, animofities, combinations,
partial conventions, and infurredion,
threatening fome great national calaniity.
In this dangerous crifis the people of
America were not abandoned by their ufual
good fenfe, prefence of mind, refolution,
and intepfity.——Meafures were purfued to
concert a_plan, to form a more perfed
union, eftablith juftice, enfure domeftic

tranquility, provide for the common de.,

fence, promote the general welfare, and
fecure the bleflings of liberty, ‘The pub-
lic difquifitions, difcuflions, and delibera-
tions, iffued in the prefeat happy conflitu-
tion of government.

Employed in the fervice of my country
abroad, during the whole courfe of thele
tranfactions—1 firlt faw the conttitution
of the United States ina foreign ‘country.
Irritated by no literary altercation, ani-
mated by no public debate heated by no
party animofity, I 1ead it with great fatis-
fadion, as the refult of good heads prompt-
ed t;y good hearts, as an cxpcrgmtm, bet-
ter adapted to the genus, chara&er, fitua.
tion, and relations 'of this nation and
country, than any which had +ever been
propofed or fugpefted.—In its general
principles and great outlines,,it was con-
Wi forniable to fuch a fyftem of government
T%’HS day, at 12 o’clock, JoHN a51 hiad ever moft elicemed, and in fome

Apans, agreeable to nofification, fares, my own native (tate in particular,
attended in the Chamber of the Houfe of 139 conrributed to eftablith Chiminga
Reprefentatives to take the oath of office vight of fuffrage in common with my fel
as l:reﬁdem. of the United Slates'. . On his low-citizens, in the adoption ar rejeciion
enirance, and on the entrance 6f ‘the _IaEe & a conflitution, which was to rule me
“Prefident, and of* T'Homas Jt’rm-:ngon, and my poflerity, as well as’them' and
“the Vice Prefident,loud burfls of applaule theirs "I did not hefitate to exprefs my
¢ approbauan of it ; on all occafions, in

were rei 4" by the' audi
took his feat in the Speaker’s chair, the puplic and in private.—It was not then,
Vice-Prefident, Gen, WasHINGTOR, por hasit been fince, any objedtion to it,

in my mind, that the executive and fénate

and the Stcietary of the Senate, on.his

right hand ; the Speaker and Clerk ofthe were not more. «pecmanent, ' Nor} have T
:Houl'e'of Reprefentatives'on bis leftl; and eyer entertained,a' thought of. promoting
the, Chief Juftice, of the United:States and any alteration in it, but fuch ag the peo-
plé themfelves, in the courfe of, their ex-

‘the Affociate Judges, ata tablein tl\e‘ cen-
and perience, fhould fee or feel to be neceffary
or expedicot, and by their reprefentatives

tre of the Houfe. " Foreign miniflers

ambafladors, the heads of depariménts, the
in congrels and the ‘flate legiflatores, ac.
cording to the conflitution itflf; adopt

commander in chicf, Gen. Wilkinfon,
and ordain. b

aod a great'number.of the principal inha.
Returning to the bofom of my country,

bitants of the city;attended.
The Prefident then delivered the fol-
lowing Add'eﬁf . aber’a painful feparation- from. it for ten
9 years, Ihad the honor to, be ele@ted toa
Pf ?/l.deﬂt S Sﬁe eC, ll Ttation under the new order,of things,and
. . +® T have repeatedly faid myllf under the
s WnzN it was firlt perceived in early ioft ferious cbligations to fuppott the con-
times that no middle courfe for Amér'ica ftittion. The’operation of it has eduall-
remained, between unfimited fubmiflien to ed the moft fanguine expe@ations of its
a foreign legiflature, and 2 total indépen. friends ; and from 2n habitual, attention to
dence of its claims, nicn of refle@ion were ity fﬂﬁﬂfdﬁion‘ in its Mminiff[atiun and
Jefs apprelienfige of danger, from the for- delightin its effets, upoa the peace, or-
midable power of fleets and armies, they der, profperity, and happinefs of the na-
“muft déterniine to_refift, than from thofe tion, I have acquired an habitual attach-
contefts and diffestions which would cer- mentto it. and veneration for it.
tainly arife, concerning the forms of .go-  WWhat other form of government indeed
vernment to be inflituted over the ,whole can fo well dferve our gfteem and love ?
and oyer the parts of this ext’enfﬁe coun-  “There may be little folidityin an anci-
try.  Relying, however, on the purity of ent idea, that congregations of men into
their 'intentions, the juftice of their caufe, nations and cities, are the moft pleafing
and the integrity sand intelligence of the objeds in the fight of fuperior intelligen-
people, under an over.ruling Providence, cies : but this is very certain, that toa
which had fo fignally proteéted this coun- benevolent human mind, there, can be no
try from the firlt, the reprifentatives of this fpectable prefented by any nation more
nation, then confifting of little more* than pleafing, more noble, majeftic, or auguft,
half its prefent numbers, nok only broke to than an aflembly like to that which has fo
pieces the chains qohilh were forging, and often been feenin this and the other cham.
the rod'of iron that ewas fifted up, but ber of congrefs jof a government in which
frankly cut afunder the ties avhich had bound the executive authority, as wells that of
them, and launched 'into a vcean of uncer- all the branches of the legiflatures, are ex.
“ tainty. " ercifed by citizens fele€ed, at regular pe-
The.zeal and ardour of the people dur- riods, by their neighbors, to make ,and
ing the sevolutionary, war, fupplying the execute faws for the general good. Can
plfce of gavernment, commanded a degree any thing effeatial, any thing more than
. of order, fufficient at leaft for the tempo- mere ornament and decoration, be added
rary prefervation of fociety, The confe- to this by robes or diamonds ? Can au-
deration which was early felt to be neceffa- thority ba more amiable or yefpecable,
vy, was prepared from the models of the when'it defcends frdm accidents, or infti-
Batavian and Helvetic conféderacies, the tutions eftablithed in refnote antiquity,
only examples which remain with any de- than whenit {prings frefh from the heaits
tail and precifion, in hiftory ; and cer- and judgments of 4n honeft and ealighten-
tainly the only ones, which the people at people ? For it is the people only that are
large had everconfidered.  But reflecting reprefented ; it is their power and majelty
on the firiking difference, in fo many par- that is refle@ted, and only for their good
ticulus, between this country and thofe, in every legitimate government, under
where a cowier may go from the feat of whatever form it may appear ; the exift-
government to the frontier in a fingle day, ence of fiith a government as ours for any
it was then certainly forefeen by thofe who length of time, is a full proof of a general
affilted in Congrefs at the formation ofit, diffemination of knowledge and virtue,
that it could not be durable. «throughout the whole body of the people ;
Neglig of its' regulati inattenstand what obje@ or confideration more
tion ta its recommendations, if not difp., bleafing than this can be prefented to the
bedience to,its authority, not only in indi. ‘timan mind ? I national pride is ever
viduals but in flates, foon appeared _with jbitifiable or excufable, itis when it fprings
their melancholy confequences, univerfal*siot from power or riches, grandeur or glo-
languor, jealoufies, and rivalries of ﬂ'.nes',‘\hrji, but from convi@tion of naiional inno-
decline of navigation and commerce',‘{di’f;',,cence, information and benevolence,
couragement of peceffary manufadoiés} = In the midft of thefe pleafing ideas, we
uni_verfal fallin the value of lands, and fhould be unfaithful to ourfelves, if we
their produce, contempt of public and pri- fhould ever lofe fight of the danger to our’
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liberties, if any thing partial or extraneous
fhould infect the purity of our free, fair,
virtuous, and independent eletions. Ifan
clétion is to be determined by a majority
of a fingle vote, and that can be procured
by a party, through artifice or cotruption,
the povernment may be the choice of 2
party, for its own ends, not of a nation,
for the national good. 1f that folitary
fuffrage can be obtained by foreign nations,
by flattery or menaces, by fraud ior vio-
lence, by terror, intrigue, " of venality, the
government may not be the choice of the
American people, but of foreign natipns.
It may be foreign nationd who govern us,
and not we the people, who gavem our-
felves.  And men, candid men will he-
knowledge, that in fuch cafes, choice
would have little advantage to boaft of,
over lot or chance, ~

% Such is the amizble and intereflity
fyftem of f;;,oven'maeﬂt and fich are fome
of the abufes to which it may be expofed)
which the people of America haye fexhi-
bited to the admirationfand aoxiety of the
wife and virtuous of all nations; for eight
years, under,the adminiftration of ii:izcn
who, by a,long'coirfe’ of great adijons,
regulated by prudente, juftice, Lerﬂplr:mci
und fortitade ; icondudting?a people, int
fpired.with the fame; virtues, and asimat,
ed with the fame ardent pauiotifin an
love of liberty, to independeace and jeace;
to increafing wealth anid unexampled profe
perity ; has merited.the gratitude of his
fellow.citizens, commanded the highelt
praifes of foreign nations, and fecured im-
mortal glory with polterity.

*¢ In that Fetirement which is his vjluo-
tary choice, may he long live to ¢njoy the
delicions recolicdtion of his ferVices) the
grdtitude of mankind ; the happy fruiis of
them to himfelf and the wocld, whict} ace
daily increafing, and that fplendid profpect
of the future fortunes of his country; which
is opening from year to year.——His mme
may {till 2 rampart, and the knowltdge
that he lives & bulwark againlt all op én or
fecret cnemies of his codntry’s peace, | '

¢ This example has been recommend.-
ed to the imitation,of his fucceffors, by both
haufes of congrefs, and by the voice of the
Iegi!latures and ihe people, throughou the

. nation,

- On this fubject it might become (me
better to be filenty.or toxfpeak with diffi-
dence : But as fomething: may, be expi&t-
€d the occafion, I hope will be admitted ag
an apology, if T ventuve to fay, that
" s If, a prefereiice, upon principle, of a
free republican goverament, formed upon
long and ferious reflection, afiera diligent
and impartial enquiry after truth 3 if an at.
tachmeat to the conflitution of the united
flates, and 2 confCicntions determination
to fupportit, vntil it fhall be altered by the
judgments and wiflies of the people,-ex.
preffed in the mode prefcribed init; if, a
refpe@ful attention to the conltitutions of
the individual ftates, and a conftant cau-
tion and delicacy towards the flate go-
vernments 5 of, a0 equal and impartial re.
gard to the rights, interefls honor and hap.
pinefs of all the States in the Union, with-
out preference or regard to a Northern or
Southern, Eaftern or Weftern pofition,
their various political opinions on uneffen.
tial points, of their perfonal attachments 3
ifa love of virtuous men of all and deno-
minational ifa love of fcience and letter,
and a wifhto patronize every rational
effort to encourage fthools, colfeges, vni-
verfities, academies, and every inflitution
for propagating knowledge, virtue and re-
ligion ampng all clafles, of the people ; not
only for their benign influence on the hap.
pinefs of life, in all its flages and claffes
and of fociety in all its forms ; but as the
only means of ‘yreférving our cooflitution
from itc natural enemies, the fpirit of fo-
phiftry, the fpirit of party, the t{;irit of in-
trigue, profligacy of corruption, and the
peftilence of foreign influence, which is
the angel of deftrution to eleive govern.
ments; of a love ofequal laws, of juftice
and humanity, in the iaterior adminiftra.
tion; ifan inclination to improve agricul.
ture commerce and manufaures for ne-
ceffity, convenience and defence ; ifa fpi-
rit of equity and humanity towards the a.
borivinal nations of America, and a difpo-
fition to meliorate their condition, by in-
clining them to be more friendly to us,
and our citizens to be more friendly to
them : if an inflexible determination to
maintain peace and inviolable faith, with
all nations, and that fyftem of neutrality &
impartiality, among the belligerent powers
of Europe, which has been adopted by this
governmentand (o folemnly fan@ioned by
both houfes of congrefs, and applauded by
the Legiflatures of the ftates and the pub-

li?epinfon, until it fhall be otherwife or,
dained by congrefs ; ifa perfoni! efteem
fur the French nation, forfited jn a refidence-
of feven years, chisly among ‘them, and
a fincere defire to preferve the: friendihip
which’has beea {u much for the honor and
intereft ofboth nations ; i, while the con-
fcious honor and integrity of the people of
Ameiica, and the iaternal fentiment of
their own power and energies mut be pre.
ferved, an earneft endeavor to inveftigate
every juft caufe and remove every colour.
able pretence of complaint 5 ifan intention
to purfue, by amicable negociation, 2 re.
paration for the injuries that have been
committed on the commerce of our fellozy
citizens by what ever nationj and if fuc.
cefs cannot be obtained, to lay the fagts
before the legiflature, that they may con®
fider, what further meafyres the honor and
intereft of the gavernment and its confhity’
ents demand : ifa refolution 1o do juﬂicq
as far as may depend upon ms, at 2l timeg'
and to all nations, and maintain, peace,
fiiendthin and beneyolence with all the,
world : if an unfhaken confidence in th(i
henor, fpirit, and refources of the Ameri?
can people, on which 1 haye {o often
hazarded my all, and'never been decely.

‘ed ; if elevated ideas of the high deftinies (]

of; this country, and of my own duties to.
wards it, founded on a knowledse of the
moral principles and intelleétual improves
meots of the people, deeply engraven on
my misd iv early lifé, and nof obfcure
but exalted byexpericnce and age : Anj A
with humble reverence’ feel it my duty,
to add if, a veheration forhe religion ofa
people, who profefs and call themfelves?]
chriftians, and 4 fixed refolation to confi.,
der a decent refjet for chriftianity, a;
mong the beft recommendations for the
public feryice ;‘cy:an enable me in any de.
gtee to comply with your‘withes, it “thail
bexmy ftrenvous endeavor that this fagas
cious injunétion of the two houfés fhall
ot be withoys effeét. * '
YWyt this great ex‘;;mplé fefore me;
with the fenfe and fpirit, the fiith and ho.
nory the duty and iniérelt of the fame A«
merican People, pledged to fupport: the
conflitution of the United States, I enter-
tain no doube of its continuance in all its
energy, and my mind is prepared without
hefitation, to lay myfelf under the mofk
folemn obligatiens to fupport it, o the uty
molt of my power, ., P ‘
™ % And may that Being, who is -Su, »
premeover All, the Patron of Qrder, the
Fountain of Juflide, and‘the Protection]
in all ages of the Would, of virtuous Lis
betty, colitinuehis bleffing upon this Na-,
tion and its Goverament, aud give it al|,
poflible Succefs ‘and’ Duration, c‘onﬁﬂeni
with the Ends of His Proyidence.” . °
JOHN ADAMS. .

¥
After concluding’bis fpeech, the Prefir
dent decended fom his [at, to receive his
oath of office from the Chicf Jullice, who
pronounced the following oath with preat
folemnity, which was repeated by the Pre.

" fident inan equally audible and folemn

manner.

1do folemnly fwear, that T will,
faithfully execute the,office of Prefident of
the [nited States, dnd will to the beft of
my ability, preferve, proteét and defend
the conffitution of the Uhited States,” +*

Having taking his oath, the Prefident
again refumed bis feat, and, after fitting a
moment, rofe, bowed to the audience, and
retired,  After him, followed the Vice-
Prefiden; (though not without a conteft
betwixt the late Prefident and him with'
vefpect to précedence, the former infifting
upon the Vice-Prefident taking it, and he
with great relu@tance receiving it.) After-
wards followed the niembers of the Se-
nate, Foreign Minifters, Heads of Depart-
ments, Reprefentatives, &c,
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