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Mr. O’'ManoNEY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted
the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. J, Res. 396}

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the joint
resolution (H. J. Res. 396), to establish a national motto of the United
States, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without
amendment and recommends that the joint resolution be agreed to.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the joint resolution is to establish “In God we trust”
as the national motto of the United States.

STATEMENT

At the present time the United States has no national motto. The
committee deems it most appropriate that “In God we trust’’ be so
designated as our national motto.

The phrase “In God we trust’” has received official recognition for
many years. It was authorized to be placed on certain coins by the
act of March 3, 1865 (13 Stat. 518). Further permissive authoriza-
tion for inscribing “In God we trust’’ on coins was given in the Coinage
Act of February 12, 1873 (17 Stat. 427). The first mandatory re-
quirement for the use of this motto on certain coins was in the act of
May 18, 1908 (35 Stat. 164). Last year Public Law 140 was enacted
bv the Congress making the use of “In God we trust’” mandatory on
all currency and coins of the United States.
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