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INSCRIPTION “IN GOD WE TRUST” ON CURRENCY AND
COINS

June 27, 1955.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. MoxroNEY, from the Committee on Banking and Currency,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 619]

The Committee on Banking and Currency, to whom was referred
the bill (H, R. 619) to provide that all United States currency shall
bear the inscription “In God We Trust”, having considered the same,
report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that
the bill do pass.

' GENERAL_STATEMENT

This bill would r:quire that all currency and coins of the United
States bear the inscription “In God We Trust.”” At the present time,
this inscription appears on all coins, but is required by law only upon
those denominations of silver coins on which 1t was inscribed prior to
Mey 18, 1908 (31 U. S. C. 324). There is no comparable statutory
requirement in regard to currency.

Currency has been issued by the United States Government since
1861. Thus, for almost a century, there has been no inscription on
our currency reflecting the spiritual basis of our way of life. One
reason that this sitvation has not been remedied heretofore has been
the prohibitive cost :.°volved in the necessary redesigning of the dies
used in printing currency. However, the Bureau ¢f Engraving and
Printing is now planning technological improvements in its printing
equipment which will require the preparation of new dies. Therefore,
the inscription “In God We Trust”’ can be incorporated in the new dies
with very little additional cost. Your committee believes that this
changeover in equipment presents an excellent opportunity to correct
an oversight that has existed for so many years.

With respect to coins, it should be noted that the motto “In God
We Trust” first appeared on coins of the United States in 1864.

55006






