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UNITED STATES CURRENCY INSCRIPTION

TUESDAY, MAY 17, 1955

Housr oF REPRESENTATIVES,
ComMrTTeE oN BaNKING AND CURRENCY,
Washington, D. C.

The committee met at 11 a. m., the Honorable Brent Spence
(chairman) presiding. :

Present: Chairman Spence (presiding), and Messrs. Brown of
Georgia, Patman, Rains, Multer, O’Hara of Illinois, Mrs. Sullivan,
Fountain, Reuss, Ashley, Davidson, Kilburn, McDonough, Widnall,
Betts, McVey, Nicholson, and Bass. :

The CHAIRMAN. We will now consider H. R. 619 and related bills,
which have been introduced for the purpose of having inscribed on our
currency the words “In God We Trust.”

These bills were introduced by our colleagues, Mr. Bennett, Mr.
Eberharter, and Mr. Harris.

Mr. Bennett’s bill was introduced first, so we will take up Mr. Ben-
nett’s bill at this time.

(H. R. 619 is as follows:)

[H. R. 619, 94th Cong., 1st sess.]
A BILL To provide that all United States currency shall bear the inscription “In Ged We Trust®

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representalives of the Uni'ed S‘ates
of America in Congress assembled, That all currency of the United St..-es is-ued
more than six months after the date of the enactment of this Act shall : -ar, at
such place or places thereon as the Secretary of the Treasury may deicrmine
to be appropriate, the inscription “In God We Trust.”

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Bennett.

STATEMENT OF HON. CHARLES E. BENNETT, A REPRESENTATIVE
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF FLORIDA

Mr. BennETT. Mr. Chairman, I deeply appreciate the kindness of
the committee in hearing me this morning.

I would like to say that as far as I know there is no opposition to
this legislation, and I am glad to tell you that it wouldn’t cost any
money. So it does have two strikes in its favor.

I deeply appreciate this opportunity to testify on behalf of H. R.
619, proposing that all United States currency bear the inscrip-
tion “In God%Ve Trust.”

My interest in this matter arose from a letter which I received last
December from one of my best friends, Donald K. Carroll, Esq.,
former Florida State commander of the American Legion, and pres-
ent president of the Florida bar. Mr. Carroll asked me why our
United States coins bear this motto, while our currency does not.
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Looking into the matter, I found that there scems to be no logieal
reason for this difference. It seems to he merely an aceident of his-
tory, for which there is no adequate explanation exeept thut it just
happened that way.

The use of “In God We Trust’” on our coins has been astep by step
process since this motto was first inscribed on the 2-cent bronze coin
minted in 1864. 'The motto spread gradually to other coins, and by
1908 it was being used on all coins except the 10-cent, the S-cent, and
the 1-cent pieces. Until 1908 the motto had been on coins by admin-
istrative action under permissive authorization of various stalutes.
In that year a statute was cnacted making use of this motto manda-
tory on all coins on which it was inscribed at that time.  This statute
still stands as the statute governing inscription of this motto on coins.
Since then use of the motto has been extended by administrative
action to the dime, nickel, and penny, making its use complete on all
coins of the United States.

It is my contention, in sponsoring this bill, that the time is long
overdue for making the use of the motto complete on all United
States money, currency as well as coins.

It is not necessary, in my opinion, to make a case here today for
the desirability of inscribing on our coins this motto, which expresses
so tersely and with such dignity the spiritual basis of our way of life.
Most of us agree wholeheartedly with the first advance of this motto,
Secretary of the Treasury S. P. Chase, when he said:

No nation can be strong except in the strength of God, or sufe except in His
defense. The trust of our people in God should be declared on our uational
coins.

Carrying on the fine traditions of Secretary Chase, the Treasury
Department has given me wonderful cooperation on . R. 619. 1In
their favorable report they suggest language which they say would
facilitate their administrative action in carrying out the purposes of
the bill. And, incidentally, it will cost nothing, because they are in
the process at this time of cutting new dies, and since they are in
such process they can accomplish this objective without expense to
the Treasury.

Their substitute is perfectly agrecable to me, provided language 1s
appended to make certain that the purposes of H. R. 619, with which
the Treasury agrees, will be carried out. Below is the Treasury’s
substitute language for the bill which would follow the enacting
clause. The portion underlined is the additional language which I
am requesting to make certain the purposes of the bill as mtroduced:

That at such time as new dies for the printing of currency are adopted in con-
nection with the current program of the Treasury Department to increase the
capacity of presses utilized by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, the dies
shall bear, at such place or places thercon as the Seeretary of the Treasury may
determine to be appropriate, the inseription “In God We Trust.”

That is the end of the quotation from the Treasury Department's
recommended language, but T would like to have added the following
language which would male it crystal clear that the objectives of
619 are to be carried out:

ed States curreney and

and thereafter this inscription shall appear on all U
coins.

The words “and coins’ would require that the present practice of
inseribing “In God We Trust” on all coins be continued, extending

UANLL Ul D440 LULMLLLINGU L ALV LVLL & AVAY FXY

the mandate to dimes, nickels, and penoies, on which it now appears
by administrative nction. This would prevent the motto from
being removed in the future, and s necord with the Treasury’s
report.

I sincerely hope that this committes and Congress will give its
prompt approval to this proposal.  In these days when inperinhistic
and materialistic communism seeks 1o attack and destroy freedom
we should continnousiy look for ways to strengthen the foundations
of our freedom. At the base of our freedom is our faith In God and
the desire of Amerieans to live by His will and by His guidance.  As
long as this country trusts in God, it will prevail.

Thank you again for permitting me to appear here today on behalf
of this bill. i

1 would like to say in conclusion, as I said in the beginning, that the
bill will cost no money, if we follow the language of the Treasury
Department, with which I am in entire agreement, and in addition
to costing no money I would like to point out that as far as 1 know
there is no opposition to this legislation at all. T sincerely hope the
committee will find it possible to approve it.

Thank you, sir.

Mr. Murrer. Mr. Chairman.

The Caarrman. Mr. Multer.

Mr. MurTeEr. Mr. Bennett, do you know the origin of placing the
inscription “In God We Trust’’ upon the coins?

Mr. BenNETT. Yes; I think I do. T have been making a research
since I went into the subject, and as far as I can ascertain it comes from
Francis Scott Key’s phrase in the Star Spangled Banner.  Apparently
shortly after he wrote that, there were people, including, T think -at
any rate, the first actual action by the Government was, as 1 pointed
out in my testimony, by Secretary Chase, and from the evidence 1
have been able to obtain Secretary Chase obtained the phrase from
the Star Spangled Banner.

Mr. Murter. I mean what prompted this inseription? Do you
know?

Mr. Bexnerr. Well, T think, of course, those years were very
troublesome years, as you know. It was during the War Between
the States. ’

Mr. Raixs., You covered that in your original statement, didn't
you?

Mr. BenneTr. Yes; I did, except T didn't sny who first uttered the
words. My own personal feeling after making considerable rescarch
is that the phrase came from the Star Spangled Banner, and the first
governmental official who did anything about it was Secretary Chase,
and it came about during the troublous times connected with the
War Between the States.

Mr. Murnter. I don’t want to get into an argument on religion, but
I think you will find the expression “In God We Trust” i various
ways meaning always the same thing, and antedates the Star Spangled
Banner.

Mr. Bun~err. T appreciate the suggestion. T am quite confident
that the phrase in essence is contained in some of the very earliest
religions utterances probably going back to almost prehistorie times.
[t is n very, very old concept, and undoubtedly is many thousands of
years old, probubly much prior to discovery of America.  But it was
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first put into the governmental channels of our country by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury during the Civil War period.

Mr. Murter. Mr. Bennett, I admire you and our other collengues,
Mr. Harris and Mr. Eberharter, in the desire that prompted you to
introduce this bill and the feeling that caused you to talk up for the
bill, and while I would not oppose it or take any action in opposition
to the bill, I want it made crystal clear on this record that I think T am
as religious as any man in this House. We may differ in our forms,
but I respect every other person’s form or ritualistic observance, and
I know they do mine, too, but I feel very strongly that it was a mistake
to put it on coins in the first place, and this is perpetuating a grievous
error. I think it is the base of all of those who believe in God; to put
anything like that on anything so materialistic as our coins and our
currency—I don’t think anybody is made more religious by putting
it on the coins and currency.

As a matter of fact, when the phrase “Under God” was placed in
the Pledge of Allegiance, I asked how many coins and what currency
have upon it the words “In God We Trust,” and I must have asked
50 different people, and none of them could answer. Some said it is
on all, some said it is on only some, but none could indicate why it
is there, and then I followed it up with this question: “Do you know
of anybody who has dropped a larger coin into a collection plate at
a religious house, house of worship, because it had the words ‘In God
We Trust?’ ” and they looked at me as though I were crazy to ask
that kind of a question.

Because whether they are giving to God or charity or anything
“else, they don’t give any more or any less because it has the words
““In God We Trust,”” and I don’t believe it has inspired one single
person to be more religious because we have those words on our cur-
rency. If we are going to have religious coneepts—and I am in favor
of them—I don’t think the place to put them is on our currenecy or
on our coins. But, as I say, I would not oppose the bill.

Mr. Bexnerr. Thank you very much, Mr. Multer.

The CualrMAN. Are there other questions?

Mr. Founraix. Mr. Chairman.

The Cratrman. Mr. Fountain.

Mr. Fountain. Mr. Bennett, as T understand it, the purpose which
you have in mind to accomplish by iuserting the language suggested
by the Treasury Department, to go with those additional words which
you suggest, is that this inscription shall appear on all United States
coins and currency?

Mr. Benngerr. Yes, sir; that is our objective. I think that is to
make it crystal clear, and to permit the Treasury to put this in place
as soon as new dies are used. And that is when the law would be
effective. Thercafter, it would be on continuously. 1 am trying t.
get a law, and am not trying to force my particular language. The
Treasury has suggested this substitute language, which will save the
Government from making unnccessary expenditures. If the sub-
stitute language is used it will not cost the Treasury Department anv-

thing to do it. It will cost something if we made them put it on the
bills immediately. 'Therefore, if we use the substitute language it
will be at no cost to the Government.
b ~%rm CraarrmMaN. The Treasury has prepared an amendment to the
ill.
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Mr. Ben~yerere, They have prepared an amendment which is agree-
able with me, and 1t is i my testimony ; g 1 would
like to ndd to the Treasury Department’s suggestion |
phrase which T have unde m my | »ch

11, and also in the testimo
should be added beeause T think they have overlooked tying it down
in making it speetfie that it is to be requived.  Therefore, 1 think
that should be added to what the Treasury has suggested. It is in
my letter of May 11 to vou, and also in my testimony. It merely
makes it crystal clear, and 1t is entirely in accord with the Treasury
Department’s report. There is nothing in my additional language
which 1s not embraced in the Treasury Department’s report.

Mr. McVey. Mr. Bennett, I want to say that T think this is an
excellent picce of legislation, and one which we should heartily support.
I can’t possibly see any objection to having the inscription “In God
We Trust” on all of our currency, and I am very glad to support it.

The Cuarrman. I think if there ever was a nation that has, by its
course, demonstrated that God had a hand in its making and its
progress, it is this country. I always believe that God was present
in the Convention Hall where our Constitution was formed, because
in all history there was never a charter like ours, there never was one
that served for so long the best interests of millions of people.

Mr. Bennerr. I certainly agree with the chairman. I wish I
could have expressed it as well as you have.

Mr. McDoxough. Mr. Chairman.

The Cuareman. Mr. McDonough.

Mr. McDovougHa. I have some coins in my hand, a quarter, a dime,
and a penny, and all of them have “In God We Trust” on them.
What coins don’t have “In God We Trust”?

Mr. BEnNETT. Well, there are no coins now being minted which
do not have “In God We Trust’’ on them. However, there are coins
which have been minted in the last 10 or 15 years which do not. I
call your attention to the buffalo nickel, for instance.

The reason I would like to add the words “and coins’’ to this, and
it 1s agrecable with the Treasury Department, is because of the state
of chaos with regard to what coins have it and which ones don’t, to
which Mr. Multer has already referred. You see, it is optional
Sﬁw the Treasury Department as to some, and it is compulsory as to
others.

Mr. McDonougH. In other words, you want to make it a law.
The fact that it is on the quarter did not come as a result of legislation
or an act of Congress?

Mr. Bennerr. It happens that the quarter did. But the dime did
not. Which is purely accidental.

Mr. McDonoveH. You want to make it an act of Congress that
all coins from here on shall carry the term “In God We Trust”?

Mr. Bunnerr. Yes, sic. When | originally introduced this bill it
was my impression, and it was an inpression gained from the Treasury
Department, that it was on all coins, and the implication was that 1t
was required to be on all coins, and they said you would have to
introduce this bill to get 1t on currency. 1 asked them to do it
administratively, and they said they couldn’t do it admimistratively.
So I introduced a bill because they didn’t think they could do 1t
administratively, but when I started looking into the thing from a
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