* My weekly syndicated column,

“Coin Roundup,” generates hun-
. dreds of reader inquiries. One of the
- most frequently asked questions con-
cerns not coins but the appearance
of the motto, “In God We Trust” on
paper money. Those not finding the
affirmation of cur nation’s belief in
Divine Guidance often think that
they have found a printing error.
These inquiries bring to mind, not
the addition or omission of our national
motto on paper money, but the story
of the man responsible for the words
being there in the first place.

The origin of the motto dates to
the Civil War when a Pennsylvania
‘minister, the Reverend M. R. Watkin-
3on of Ridleyville, posed a number of
questions in a letter to the Secretary
of the Treasury, Salmon P. Chase.
"What if our Republic were now
shattered beyond reconstruction?
‘Would not the antiquaries of succeed-
ing centuries rightly reason from
our past that we were a heathen
nation?"”

Rev. Watkinson answered his own
questions by suggesting the words,
GOD, LIBERTY, LAW, be added to
the coinage of the country. Within a
week of receiving the minister’'s letter,
Secretary Chase ordered the director
of the mint to proceed “without un-
necessary delay” to prepare such a
device for the coinage The motto
first appeared in 1864 on the new
two-cent coin denomination intro-
duced that year. Subsequently, as
new coinage designs were released,
the motto was added to all denomina-
tions of coins.

The story of the motto on currency
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evolved not from a war-time fear
that this nation might be wiped from
the face of the earth, but from the
peacetime realization of one man
that while the intent of the motto
was to let the world know of our
nation’s faith in God, the words were
limited to the coins of the country,
and the ecirculation of coins was
confined to the territorial boundaries
of the nation. However, United States
paper money was a universally ac-
cepted currency. “What better way
to let the whole world know of our
nation’s faith than to place word of it
on our currency,” thought Camden,
Arkansas, businessman Matt H.
Rothert, Sr.

The motto
first appeared in 1864
on the new two-cent coin
introduced that year.

The idea occurred to Rothert in
1953 while attending services at a
Christian Seience church in Chicago,
Illinois, with his wife's family. Asthe
collection plate passed, Rothert rea-
lized that the motto appeared only
on coing, not on the paper money
circulating all over the globe. On
returning to Camden, he penned a
letter to the Secretary of the Treasury,
George W. Humphrey, suggesting
the addition of the motto to paper
money. With the aid of several influen-
tial Congressional friends, Rothert's
suggestion was worded into a bill
and introduced to the84th Congress,

THE MAN WHO PUT
GOD’S TRUST IN YOUR POCKET!

It passed and was signed into law by
President Dwight D. Eisenhower on
July 11, 1955.

Public Law 140 provided that “at
such times as new dies for the printing
of currency are adopted in connection
with the current program of the
Treasury Department to increase
the capacity of the presses utilized
by the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing, the dies shall bear, at such
place or places thereon as the Secre-
tary of the Treasury may determine
appropriate, the inseription, IN GOD
WE TRUST, and thereafter this in-
scription shall appear on all United
States currency and coins."”

IN GOD WE TRUST first appeared
on currency with the new Series
1957 one-dollar silver certificates is-
sued two years after the hill became
law. These notes were printed by a
new method. Earlier notes, of all
denominations, were printed on anti-
quated equipment requiring the pa-
per to be dampened first, then hand
fed onto flat-bed intaglio presses. To
meet the increasing demand for paper
money, newer, high-speed, automatic-
feed offset presses were being tested.
To compare notes printed by both
methods for wearability and eircula-
tion life, the currency printed by the
new method carried the motto; the
notes that continued to be printed by
the old method did not.

In the 1960s, a national controversy
arose over prayer in public schools,
Proponents for a plan to ban prayer
maintained that even the mention of
the word, GOD, violated the constitu-
tional coneept of separation of church
and state. Fearing that some con-
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